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SUBJECT:   Update of the City’s Environmental Procurement Plan to 

Conform with Senate Bill 1106 (SB 1106) 
  
REPORT IN BRIEF 
Senate Bill 1106 (SB 1106) was signed into law during 2005 and will take force 
in January 2007.  The bill requires state agencies and local governments to 
meet detailed requirements that pertain to purchasing recycled products. 
Sunnyvale already has an Environmental Procurement Policy (EPP) in place 
which addresses most of the requirements.  The EPP is listed as policy 7.1.3 
(Environmental Procurement) in the Fiscal section of the Council Policy 
Manual.  However, a staff review of SB 1106 found that minor updates to the 
City’s EPP are needed in order to be in full compliance with SB 1106.  Staff is 
recommending that the Council approve this update to the EPP.  Staff will 
initiate related changes to City purchasing and printing forms in order to 
comply with Senate Bill (SB) 1106. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In 2005, the California legislature approved SB 1106 (Attachment A).  Chapter 
3.5 of the bill pertains specifically to local governments and requires the 
following: 

• Section 22150 - “…purchase recycled products…whenever recycled 
products are available at the same or a lesser total cost than non-
recycled items.”  

• Section 22151:  “…the recycled product preference cost shall be 
applied…so as to maximize the dollar participation of firms offering 
recycled products in the contract award.” 

• Section 22152: “…require all business….to certify in writing the 
minimum, if not exact, percentage of postconsumer materials in the 
products, materials, goods, or supplies, offered or sold”  

• Section 22153: “All printing contracts…shall provide that the paper used 
shall meet the recycled content requirements…” [i.e. 30% post-consumer 
recycled content)  

 
The City has had an Environmental Procurement Policy (EPP) in place since it 
was approved by Council in 1991.  In 1999, the policy was expanded in scope 
(Attachment B) which covers many of the requirements of SB 1106.  However, a 
staff review of SB 1106 found that some changes in the City’s EPP and other 



Update Environmental Procurement Plan to Conform With Senate Bill 1106 
August 8, 2006 

Page 2 of 4 
 

City forms are necessary in order to conform with SB 1106. The necessary EPP 
changes are described below.       
 
EXISTING POLICY 
City of Sunnyvale Environmental Procurement Policy (EPP) 
Adopted in 1991, the City’s EPP states that the City will purchase 
“environmentally preferable products and services”.  In addition, “all paper 
products purchased, including but not limited to, janitorial products, copier 
paper, offset paper, forms bond, computer printout paper, carbonless paper, 
file folders, envelopes, uncoated printing and writing paper, and specialized 
printing papers shall contain no less than 30% postconsumer materials, by 
weight, beginning July 1, 1999.” 
 
Action Statements 3.2B.2d and 3.2B.4a of the Solid Waste Sub-element  
"Increase demand for recycled materials by advocating local state and federal 
legislation that will increase use of recycled content products."  
 
DISCUSSION 
In order to address specific requirements of SB 1106, Chapter 3.5 “Recycled 
Product Procurement Mandates Pertaining to Local Governments”, staff 
recommends that the City revise the “Policy Statement” section of the EPP as 
follows: 
 

• Replace “The cost of the Environmentally Preferable Product is not cost 
prohibitive in the judgment of the Purchasing Officer.” with  
“The cost of the Environmentally Preferable Product is no more than 
10% higher than competing products/services.” [Addresses Section 
22150 and Section 22151] 

• Add a fifth Purchasing Officer’s duty to “Require all businesses to certify 
in writing the minimum, if not exact, percentage of post-consumer 
materials in the products, materials, goods, or supplies, being offered.” 
[Addresses Section 22152] 

 
In addition to the EPP revisions identified above, staff will conduct the following 
changes to applicable purchasing templates and the City’s Print Request Form: 

• Add text on purchasing/bid templates to request that the bidder indicate 
the percentage of post-consumer recycled content of any goods for which 
they are submitting a bid or that they are offering to the City. [Addresses 
Section 22152] 

• Revise the City’s Print Request Form (Attachment C).  The current form 
provides an option to print on recycled paper.   This is proposed to be 
changed to language to the effect of, “Per City policy, all printing will be 
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on paper with a minimum of 30% post-consumer recycled content.  
Indicate if you would like a higher post-consumer recycled content” 
[Addresses Section 22153]. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
There is no fiscal impact to the City for the revisions identified above. 
 
CONCLUSION 
SB 1106 requires local governments to meet particular requirements as they 
pertain to purchasing recycled products. Sunnyvale already meets most of the 
bill requirements as it already has an Environmental Procurement Policy (EPP) 
in place.  The proposed update to the EPP, the City’s Print Request Form and 
purchasing documents will ensure the City of Sunnyvale’s full compliance with 
the requirements of SB 1106.  
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Notice has been provided through the publication and posting of the City 
Council agenda.  In addition, all reports to Council are available in the 
Sunnyvale Library and on the City internet site. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
1. Approve the update to the City of Sunnyvale’s Environmental Procurement 

Policy in order to comply with SB 1106.  

2. Take no action. 

3. Adopt actions as recommended by Council. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends Alternative 1: Approve the update to the City of Sunnyvale’s 
Environmental Procurement Policy in order to comply with SB 1106.  
 
The proposed update to the city’s Environmental Procurement Policy, the City’s 
Print Request Form and purchasing documents will ensure the City of 
Sunnyvale’s full compliance with the requirements of SB 1106. 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Marvin Rose, Director, Public Works 
Prepared by: Julie Benabente, Administrative Aide 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Amy Chan 
City Manager 
 
Attachments
A.   Senate Bill 1106 
B.   City of Sunnyvale Environmental Procurement Policy  
C.   City of Sunnyvale Print Request Form  
 










